March 16, 2026
Via Electronic Mail
Kentucky General Assembly
702 Capital Avenue
Annex
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Re: Kentucky Business Owners Supporting Pre-K for All
Dear Senators and Representatives:

As business owners from across the Commonwealth, we urge you to support the Pre-K for All
initiative. It would expand Kentucky’s voluntary publicly-funded preschool program, so that every
Kentucky four year old has a strong start, and parents have an opportunity to rejoin the workforce.

Running businesses, we know firsthand how critical child care is to increasing workforce
participation. We also know Pre-K will help children succeed, save families money, boost our
local economies, and be a major investment in Kentucky’s long-term competitiveness.

American families are struggling to pay the bills and lack of childcare is a major reason why. Pre-
K for All can help ease the financial burden and boost household earnings by nearly $9,000 dollars
each year for at least six years. That’s $54,000 more dollars in a family’s pocket, cycling through
our local economies, making it easier for businesses like ours to hire and retain employees, grow
operations, and compete.

Pre-K for All is not just an education policy - it’s an economic development investment that
will grow Kentucky’s workforce. When parents have access to affordable Pre-K, they can work.
When kids arrive at school ready to learn, they are more likely to be prepared for a career and
succeed in life. When families’ earnings increase by nearly $9,000 dollars, they have more money
to spend locally at businesses like ours.

Here’s what the data tells us:

o Improves Kindergarten Readiness: 53.8% of Kentucky children begin kindergarten
already behind. Pre-K for All helps close this gap, giving all kids a better start and reducing
the need for costly interventions later.

o Increases Workforce Participation: By as many as 70,000 Kentuckians because they lack
childcare. Pre-K for All would help bring tens of thousands of workers back into the
workforce - people our businesses need.

o Raises Household Incomes: Families with access to Pre-K saw earnings increase by an
average of nearly $9,000 per year - with sustained gains for at least six years. That’s
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$54,000 more dollars in a family’s pocket, cycling through our local economies, creating
and maintaining jobs, and helping to grow businesses.

Saves Families Money: With childcare costing nearly $7,000 per year, Pre-K for All
would provide much needed financial relief for working parents and increase their
spending power in our local economies.

Delivers a 10:1 Return on Investment: For every dollar invested in Pre-K, Kentucky
stands to gain ten dollars in long-term benefits - through higher earnings, better health
outcomes, increased educational attainment, and lower public costs.

Creates New Jobs: Pre-K for All would create jobs for educators and support staff,
meaning new opportunities in communities across Kentucky.

Supports Rural Economies: With 79 of Kentucky’s 120 counties having little to no
childcare available Pre-K for All would expand access, create jobs, attract young families,
and help revitalize local economies.

As business leaders, we are committed to building a strong workforce. Pre-K for All will help us
attract and retain talent, improve productivity, and build a more competitive workforce for the

future.

Our families and Kentucky’s economy cannot wait. We urge the General Assembly to make
voluntary Pre-K for all four-year-olds a priority in the 2026 Budget Session. Kentucky cannot
afford to fall further behind. We have an opportunity now to make an investment that gives
children a great start, supports working families, and increases workforce participation.

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue. We stand ready to support this effort and work
together for a stronger Kentucky.

Respectfully,

The Undersigned Businesses of the Commonwealth of Kentucky
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